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Date: February 10, 2020
To: Santa Clara Board of Supervisors
Subject: 99 Year Open Space Element Stanford GUP
Dear Supervisors,
I support the recommendation of Supervisors Simitian and Chavez to include in the updated Stanford GUP an amendment
that would extend the Academic Growth Boundary in the Stanford hills.
FIrst, the region is under environmental stress from relentless commercial growth and Stanford plays a significant role. The
University has expanded beyond Santa Clara County spreading its influence in San Mateo County with the 45-acre
Redwood City medical and administrative complex. This project, in addition to the many satellite office buildings in Menlo
Park and Ladera, has allowed the University to continue its growth on the main campus.
Secondly, the non-profit tax status of the University creates a burden for both Santa Clara and San Mateo Counties. To
partially compensate for the tax revenue loss and to be a good neighbor, Stanford should willingly agree to a 99-year
extension of its growth boundary that now protects the foothills from development pressures. Stanford has quietly acquired
numerous local residential properties which they rent to University personnel. These homes can be exempt from property
taxes that support schools, parks, street maintenance and other essential municipal services.
For those who who call Santa Clara Valley their home, the foothills provide a calm visual refuge. It is only right that in
exchange for Stanford’s transformational growth and tax exemption status, the University provides explicit assurance to
protect the foothills.
Steve Schmidt
Former Mayor of Menlo Park
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Dear President Chavez and Supervisors,
Please vote to support the extension of the Academic Growth Boundary for 99 years with the
4/5 vote requirement.
The Stanford Foothills constitute some of the last grassland habitat on the Peninsula.
Protecting this habitat is critical for wildlife.
Extending the supermajority vote requirement for 99 years does not mean that Stanford can
never develop in the foothills, but merely requires a higher threshold for development
approval. I ask that you afford this protection for our foothills open space.
Sincerely,

Linda Rudin
Daly City 94014

