County of Santa Clara

Animal Advisory Commission
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

January 12, 2017, Regular Meeting
6:30 PM
Conference Room 157
County Government Center – 70 W. Hedding Street, 1st Floor
San Jose, CA 95110
AGENDA

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act and the Brown Act, those requiring accommodations in this meeting
should notify the Clerk of the Animal Advisory Commission no less than 24 hours prior to the meeting at 408-299-5001, or TDD
(408) 993-8272.
Please note: To contact the Commission and/or to inspect any disclosable public records related to an open session item on a
regular meeting agenda and distributed by the County to all or a majority of the Board of Supervisors (or any other commission, or
board or committee) less than 72 hours prior to that meeting, visit our website at http://www.sccgov.org or contact the Clerk at
408-299-5001 or 70 West Hedding Street, 10th Floor, East Wing, San Jose, CA 95110, during normal business hours.
Persons wishing to address the Commission on a regularly scheduled item on the agenda are requested to complete a request to
speak form and give it to the Deputy Clerk. (Government Code Section 54953.3.) Individual speakers will be called by the
Chairperson and are requested to limit their comments to two minutes. Groups of speakers on a specific item are asked to limit
their total presentation to a maximum of twenty minutes for each side of the issue.
COMMUTE ALTERNATIVES: The Board of Supervisors encourages the use of commute alternatives including public transit,
bicycles, carpooling, and hybrid vehicles.
For public transit trip planning information, contact the VTA Customer Service Department at 408-321-2300 Monday through
Friday between the hours of 6:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., and on Saturday from 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Schedule information is also
available on the web at www.vta.org.
Bicycle parking racks are available in the James McEntee, Sr., Plaza in front of the County Government Center building. If this
Board or Commission does not meet in the County Government Center please contact VTA for related routes.

Opening
1. Call to Order/Roll Call.
2. Public Comment.
This item is reserved for persons desiring to address the Commission on any matter
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the Commission that is not on this agenda.
Members of the public who wish to address the Commission on any item not listed on
the agenda should complete a request to speak form and give it to the Deputy Clerk. The
Chairperson will call individuals to speak in turn.
Speakers are limited to the following: three minutes if the Chairperson or designee
determines that five or fewer persons wish to address the Commission; two minutes if
the Chairperson or designee determines that between six and fourteen persons wish to
address the Commission; and one minute if the Chairperson or designee determines that
fifteen or more persons wish to address the Commission.
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The law does not permit Commission action or extended discussion of any item not on
the agenda except under special circumstances. If Commission action or response is
requested, the Commission may place the matter on a future agenda.
Regular Agenda - Items for Discussion
3. Elect officers for Fiscal Year 2016-2017.
a. Elect Chairperson.
b. Elect Vice Chairperson.
4. Approve minutes of the November 10, 2016 Regular Meeting.
5. Discuss Commission Work Plan for Fiscal Year July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 (FY
2018) and Accomplishments for FY 2017, to be submitted to the Clerk of the Board by
April 1, 2017, and subsequently forwarded to the Board of Supervisors through the
Housing, Land Use, Environment and Transportation Committee. (ID# 84655)
6. Propose bylaw amendments for consideration. (Held from May 12, 2016 Animal
Advisory Commission meeting.) (ID# 84666)
7. Discuss community meeting in South County relating to support for new animal shelter,
and approve recommendations, if any.
8. Receive report from Consumer and Environmental Protection Agency. (CEPA)
9. Consider Verbal Reports:
a. Receive verbal report relating to Spay/Neuter Program.
b. Receive verbal report relating to Shelter Statistics.
c. Receive verbal report relating to Disaster Preparedness for Animals.
d. Receive verbal report from the Department of Agriculture and Environmental
Management.
e. Receive verbal report relating to Dog Bite Prevention.
f. Receive verbal report from Friends of San Martin Animal Shelter.
Announcements
10. Announcements and correspondence:
a. Chairperson's announcements.
b. Commissioners' announcements.
c. There are currently two vacancies on the Commission. For Internet access to the
vacancies list and applications visit http://www.sccgov.org/sites/bos/bnc/.
d. The County of Santa Clara provides reimbursement to appointed Commissioners
for child care expenses incurred during the time spent performing their official
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County duties. For additional information please contact the Office of the Clerk of
the Board at (408) 299-5001.
Adjourn
11. Adjourn to the next regular meeting on March 9, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in Room 157,
County of Government Center, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose.
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County of Santa Clara

DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

November 10, 2016, Regular Meeting
6:30 PM
Conference Room 157
County Government Center – 70 W. Hedding Street, 1st Floor
San Jose, CA 95110
MINUTES
Opening

1. Call to Order/Roll Call.
Chairperson Burge called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. A quorum was present.
Attendee Name
Title
Status
Arrived
Jerry Burge
Chairperson
Present
Sharon Clute
Commissioner
Present
Katherine Dettmer
Commissioner
Present
Sandra Lee Petersen
Commissioner
Present
Chris Vigil
Commissioner
Present
2. Public Comment.
No public comments were received.
Regular Agenda - Items for Discussion
3. Elect officers for Fiscal Year 2016-2017.
a. Elect Chairperson.
Commissioner Dettmer nominated Commissioner Clute as Chairperson;
Commissioner Peterson seconded the motion; Commissioner Vigil made a motion
out of order to nominate himself as Chairperson; and, Commissioner Peterson
rescinded her second of Commissioner Dettmer's motion. Discussion ensued, and
the Commission agreed to hold the item until the next meeting.
3.a RESULT: HELD [NO VOTE]
b. Elect Vice Chairperson.
3.b RESULT: HELD [NO VOTE]
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5. Discuss and approve proposed 2017 Commission meeting schedule. (ID# 83959)
5 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Katherine Dettmer, Commissioner
SECONDER: Sharon Clute, Commissioner
AYES:
Burge, Clute, Dettmer, Petersen, Vigil
6. Propose bylaw amendments for consideration at the November 2016 Commission
meeting. (Held from May 12, 2016 Animal Advisory Commission meeting.) (ID#
83070)
Discussion ensued relating to bylaw amendments to fill vacant seats, and lobbying
individual Supervisors to expedite the process. On order of Chairperson Burge, the item
was held pending an update from County Counsel.
6 RESULT: HELD [NO VOTE] Next: 1/12/2017 6:30 PM
7. Discuss community meeting in South County relating to support for new animal
shelter, and approve recommendations, if any.
Discussion ensued relating to conducting a public meeting in southern Santa Clara
County to raise awareness and gather input for the possible new shelter. Discussion
ensued, and the Commission requested postponing the item until the final architect has
been chosen.
Commissioner Vigil referenced an e-mail from the Deputy Clerk, dated October 11,
2016, relating to contacting various city officials, and requested that updates be sent to
him.
7 RESULT: RECEIVED
8. Receive report from Consumer and Environmental Protection Agency. (CEPA)
Lisa Jenkins, Animal Shelter Supervisor, Department of Agriculture and Environmental
Management, reported that funding for the possible new shelter is in the upcoming
budget proposal to be voted on by the Board of Supervisors in Spring 2017. Discussion
ensued, and Ms. Jenkins stated the general budget for building the new shelter would be
residual from a $25 million jail bond, estimated at $4 million.
8 RESULT: RECEIVED
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4. Approve minutes of the September 8, 2016 Regular Meeting.
4 RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
MOVER:
Katherine Dettmer, Commissioner
SECONDER: Sharon Clute, Commissioner
AYES:
Burge, Clute, Dettmer, Petersen, Vigil
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9. Consider Verbal Reports:
a. Receive verbal report relating to Spay/Neuter Program.

b. Receive verbal report relating to Shelter Statistics.
Ms. Jenkins reported a 92.2 percent save rate to date, and that the program had
rescued approximately 200 less animals than normal. She further reported 186 dogs
saved (118 surrendered by owner for euthanasia) and 157 kittens saved (22
surrendered by owner for euthanasia.)
9.b RESULT: RECEIVED
c. Receive verbal report relating to Disaster Preparedness for Animals.
Ms. Jenkins provided an overview of Disaster Preparedness efforts relating to the
Loma Fire, including animal rescue, evacuation, and shelter aspects.
9.c RESULT: RECEIVED
d. Receive verbal report relating to Dog Bite Prevention.
Ms. Jenkins reported presentations have been made to 109 children since the
beginning of the current school year.
9.d RESULT: RECEIVED
e. Receive verbal report from Friends of San Martin Animal Shelter.
Linda Cunningham, Secretary, Friends of San Martin Animal Shelter (FOSMAS),
reported that kitten intakes have decreased, and that the rummage sale raised
$6,000. She further noted 71 animal intakes and 44 adoptions year-to-date.
Discussion ensued between the Commissioners and Ms. Jenkins relating to the
intake criteria for kittens and dogs.
9.e RESULT: RECEIVED
Announcements
10. Announcements and correspondence:
a. Chairperson's announcements.
No announcements were made.
b. Commissioners' announcements.
No announcements were made.
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Ms. Jenkins reported that half of the program fiscal year budget is spent.
9.a RESULT: RECEIVED
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d. The County of Santa Clara provides reimbursement to appointed Commissioners
for child care expenses incurred during the time spent performing their official
County duties. For additional information please contact the Office of the Clerk of
the Board at (408) 299-5001.
Adjourn
11. Adjourn to the next regular meeting on January 12, 2017, at 6:30 p.m. in Room
157, County of Government Center, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose.
Chairperson Burge adjourned the meeting at 7:48 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Stephanie Simunic
Deputy Clerk
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c. There are currently two vacancy on the Commission. For Internet access to the
vacancies list and applications visit http://www.sccgov.org/sites/bos/bnc/.
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County of Santa Clara
Animal Advisory Commission

84655

DATE:

January 12, 2017

TO:

Animal Advisory Commission

FROM:

Stephanie Simunic, Board Clerk I

SUBJECT: Animal Advisory Work Plan
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Discuss Commission Work Plan for Fiscal Year July 1, 2017 through June 30, 2018 (FY
2018) and Accomplishments for FY 2017, to be submitted to the Clerk of the Board by April
1, 2017, and subsequently forwarded to the Board of Supervisors through the Housing, Land
Use, Environment and Transportation Committee.
ATTACHMENTS:
 Work Plan Instructions (PDF)
 Work Plan Template
(PDF)
 Animal Advis Work Plan FY2016-2017

(PDF)

Board of Supervisors: Mike Wasserman, Cindy Chavez, Dave Cortese, Ken Yeager, S. Joseph Simitian
County Executive: Jeffrey V. Smith
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5.a

A committee comprised of Board Policy Aides and the Office of the Clerk of the Board have
developed a standard template for use by Boards and Commissions in completing their annual
work plans. A significant change is that work plans will be based on a fiscal year rather than a
calendar year. The new work plans are to be completed by each Board and Commission and
approved at a regular Board or Commission meeting no later than April 1 of each year. The
Clerk’s Office will then transmit the work plans to the appropriate Board Committee for review
in May of each year and to the Board of Supervisors for approval in June.
Please use the following instructions when completing the work plans:
Cover Sheet (Page 1)
This area should include the name of the Board or Commission, the timeframe covered by the
work plan (i.e. Fiscal Year 2007 July 1, 2006 – June 30, 2007) members’ names, chair’s name,
and vacancies as of April 1. Do not put commissioner addresses or phone numbers on the work
plan. The Board offices have access to that information if necessary. This page will need to be
updated each year.
Mission Statement: (Page 2)
This area of the work plan should clearly state the mission of the Board or Commission. This
information may be extracted from the enabling legislation (i.e. Ordinance, Board action,
Resolution) that formed the Board or Commission or may be a purpose statement approved by
the Board or Commission and derived from the enabling legislation. This section may also
contain the roles and responsibilities of the Board or Commission. This page may not need to be
updated each year.
Historical Background: (Page 2)
This area should provide the reader with some historical information about the Board or
Commission (i.e. when it was formed, issues of focus in years’ past, significant outcomes of
work by the Board or Commission. NOTE: Accomplishments from the previous year should not
be discussed here – there is another area on the work plan where this is done. This page may not
need to be updated each year.

07/06/05 aes
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Instructions for Completion of Annual Boards & Commissions Work Plans
and
Prior Year Accomplishments

5.a

Fiscal Year Work Plan: (Page 3)
This area should provide the goals/objectives (no more than 5) of the work plan, the activities
planned to accomplish the goals, the priority ranking of each goal and the timeline anticipated to
accomplish the goal. This page will need to be updated each year.

This area should address the prior year work plan accomplishments including the goal/objective,
activities that supported the successful completion of the goal and the status of the goal. The
status column should inform the reader whether the goal was a) completed, b) not started and
why, c) in process and expected completion date, or d) eliminated and why. This page will need
to be updated each year.
Ongoing Projects: (Page 5)
This area provides the Board or Commission with an opportunity to inform the reader of ongoing
projects that the Board or Commission is continuing to work on. This page may not need to be
updated each year.
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Prior Year Accomplishments: (Page 4)

Attachment: Work Plan Template (84655 : Animal Advisory Work Plan)

5.b

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
(Board or Commission)
FISCAL YEAR 2017-2018 WORK PLAN
AND
2016-2017 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Members

1
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:
Attachment: Work Plan Template (84655 : Animal Advisory Work Plan)

5.b

MISSION STATEMENT:

2
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5.b

FISCAL YEAR 2018 WORK PLAN

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES

PRIORITY
RANKING

TIMELINE FOR
COMPLETION
Attachment: Work Plan Template (84655 : Animal Advisory Work Plan)

GOAL/OBJECTIVE










3
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5.b

PRIOR YEAR ACCOMPLISHMENTS
ACTIVITIES SUPPORTING GOAL

STATUS

Attachment: Work Plan Template (84655 : Animal Advisory Work Plan)

GOAL/OBJECTIVE
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

4
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5.b

ONGOING PROJECTS

PROJECT
ACTIVITIES

5
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5.c

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA
ANIMAL ADVISORY COMMISSION

FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 WORK PLAN
AND
2015-2016 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Members:
Chairperson Katherine Dettmer, Commissioners Jerry Burge, Chris Vigil PhD, Sandy Petersen, and Sharon Clute

1
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To promote community awareness of responsible care, humane treatment and respect for ALL animals, through
Trap-Neuter-Return and affordable spay/neuter pet population control programs, humane education and other
endeavors, of which it will apprise and advise the Board of Supervisors.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:
The Animal Advisory Commission was established by Ordinance NS.300.393 on March 26, 1985. The
Commission was established for the purpose of advising the Board of Supervisors on matters which relate to animal
care, welfare and control. The powers and duties of the commission shall include: (a) to aid in coordinating and
promoting pet population control measures; (b) to work with the county Office of Education on curriculum for
humane education and responsible pet ownership/guardianship in the schools; (c) to investigate and find alternative
ways of achieving an animal shelter at minimum cost to taxpayers; to make suggestions to the staff of the
environmental management agency to strengthen the county animal control program; (e) to serve as an information
and referral source on animals by working with the public and private animal welfare groups; (f) to educate the
public about the seriousness of the animal control problem; (g) to advise the Board of Supervisors on any matters
concerning animal control which may be referred to the Commission by the Board; and (h) to render to the Board
of Supervisors at least once each calendar year a report or reports of its activities

2
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MISSION STATEMENT:

5.c

GOAL/OBJECTIVE

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES

1. Streamline the process of
rescuing animals in imminent
danger.



2. Explore new avenues to fast
track new shelter project



4. Explore means to provide
assistance to underserved
community such as homeless animals.

TIMELINE FOR
COMPLETION

Review current process and laws
1





3. Suggest measures to strengthen
Animal Care and Control
Projects

PRIORITY
RANKING








Explore the use of social media to
increase public awareness of
critical need
Explore marketing methods
Explore fundraising options
Obtain current status of and request periodic
updates relating to newsletter project.
Explore creation of public partnership
w/animal care professionals
Encourage veterinarians to support the
programs in place

1
2

3

Identify animals in need
Utilize social media
Explore potential for telephone hotline
4

3
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FISCAL YEAR 2016-2017 WORKPLAN

2014-2015 ACCOMPLISHMENTS

GOAL/OBJECTIVE
1. Provide new and improved
educational materials for
schools

2. By law-Revision





ACTIVITIES SUPPORTING GOAL
Partnership with Humane Society of Silicon
Valley for changes in Kind Kids Program
materials

Coordinate with County Counsel



STATUS
Ongoing

Ongoing

ONGOING PROJECTS
GOALS/OBJECTIVE
Endorse the position of “co-existence” as the preferred
method regarding wildlife and domestic animals.

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES
 Explore educational and media involvement to educate
public
 Generate public awareness of wildlife issues and peaceful
co-existence with all animals, wild or domestic

4
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5.c
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County of Santa Clara
Animal Advisory Commission

84666

DATE:

January 12, 2017

TO:

Animal Advisory Commission

FROM:

Stephanie Simunic, Board Clerk I

SUBJECT: Animal Advisory Comission by-laws proposed amendments
RECOMMENDED ACTION
Propose bylaw amendments for consideration. (Held from May 12, 2016 Animal Advisory
Commission meeting.)
LINKS:
 Linked To: 80335 : 80335
 Linked To: 83070 : Propose bylaw amendments for consideration at the November
2016 Commission meeting. (Held from May 12, 2016 Animal Advisory Commission
meeting.)
ATTACHMENTS:
 Animal Advisory Commission Bylaws - Redlined (PDF)

Board of Supervisors: Mike Wasserman, Cindy Chavez, Dave Cortese, Ken Yeager, S. Joseph Simitian
County Executive: Jeffrey V. Smith

Page
1 of20
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Attachment: Animal Advisory Commission Bylaws - Redlined (84666 : Animal Advisory Comission by-laws proposed amendments)

6.a

Formatted: Font: Bold

ANIMAL ADVISORY COMMISSION
BYLAWS
1.

ESTABLISHMENT

The Animal Advisory Commission was established by Ordinance NS-300.393 on March 26, 1985. The
Commission was established for the purpose of advising the Board of Supervisors on matters which
relate to animal care, welfare, and control.
2.

MEMBERSHIP

(a) The Commission shall consist of seven (7) members, appointed by the Board of Supervisors. Five
members shall be nominated and appointed from each of the five supervisorial districts, in accordance
with Sections A5-37 and A5-38 of the County of Santa Clara Ordinance Code. On a rotating basis, the
Board of Supervisors shall appoint two additional members, preferably one each nominated from the
Santa Clara valley County vVeterinary Medical Associationcommunity, and one official representative
selected by the Board of Supervisors from nominations received from nonprofit, public benefit humane
organizations located in Santa Clara county unless , however, no official representatives are nominated
by these organizations.
(b) Composition of the Commission shall be representative of a cross-section of the community and
include, but not be limited to, persons who have demonstrated or satisfactorily indicated an active
interest in animal care, welfare, and control.
(c) Each member shall have a term of three (3) years, and no member shall serve for more than two
consecutive terms, plus any unexpired term. Of the first members, two shall serve for two years and two
shall serve for one year. At the first meeting, members shall draw lots to determine their term of
membershipand may apply for reappointment at the expiration of the term.
(d) Upon appointment to the commission, each member shall take the Oath of Office as required by
Article XX, Section 3, of the Constitution of the State of California. A certified copy of the Oath shall be
filed with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors.
(e) A vacancy shall exist in the Commission, and shall be reported to the Board of Supervisors whenever
a member fails to attend more than two consecutive meetings of the Commission without good cause as
determined by the Commission. Each member’s failure to attend a meeting shall be entered into the
minutes of the meeting.
(f) A resignation by a member shall be in writing and shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors and the secretary of the Commission.
3.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS – POWERS AND DUTIES

(a) The officers of the Commission shall be the Chairperson and the Vice Chairperson. The officers shall
be elected at the first regular meeting of the Commission held after the first day of July of each year.
Members shall hold office for one year or until such time as a successor is elected. No member shall
hold the same office for more than two consecutive years.
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(b) The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings of the Commission, shall sign all resolutions, reports
and the like adopted by the Commission, and shall make appointments to authorized committees of the
Commission.
(c) The Vice-Chairperson shall have all the powers and duties of the Chairperson during the
Chairperson’s absence. In the absence of the Vice-Chairperson, the remaining members shall elect one
of the members to act as Chairperson pro tempore.
(d) If the office of the Chairperson or Vice Chairperson becomes vacant during their terms, the members
shall elect a successor as soon as is practicable. Such election shall be for the unexpired term of the
office.
4.

MEETINGS

(a) All meetings shall be open to the public. Regular meetings shall be held on the second Thursday of
every other month at 7:006:30 p.m., in the Chambers of the Board of SupervisorsConference Room 157,
County Government Center, 70 West Hedding Street, San Jose, CA 95110, or at such other location, duly
noticed by the Commission. If the second Thursday of a month falls on a holiday, the meeting shall be
held on the next business day or as otherwise determined by the Commission.
(b) Special meetings may be called by order of the Chairperson or by majority vote of the members.
Members shall be given written notice of such meetings, either by personal delivery or by mail. Upon
request, local newspapers of general circulation shall also be give written notice. The notice shall be
delivered at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting and shall specify the date, time, and place of the
meeting and the business to be transacted. Written notice may be dispensed with as to any member
who is actually in attendance at a meeting at which it is determined that a special meeting shall be
called.
(c) The Commission may adjourn any regular or special meeting to a time and place specified in the
order of adjournment. Any adjourned meeting shall be deemed a continuation of the original meeting.
5.

QUORUM-VOTES REQUIRED

(a) The presence of a majority of the members shall constitute a quorum. If a member is disqualified
from voting by reason of a conflict of interest, a quorum shall be a majority of the members eligible to
vote. However, a minimum of three members shall be required for any vote.
(b) Voting by proxy shall not be permitted.
(c) All votes may be taken by voice vote; provided, however, that a roll call vote shall be taken upon
request of any member, and further provided that the election of officers (except officers pro tempore)
shall be by secret ballot. All roll call votes shall be recorded.
6.

AGENDA

The Chairperson shall be responsible for preparation of the agenda. Any member shall place an item on
the agenda.
7.

ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER

Packet Pg. 22

Attachment: Animal Advisory Commission Bylaws - Redlined (84666 : Animal Advisory Comission by-laws proposed amendments)

6.a

Except as otherwise provided in these bylaws, all meetings, hearings, and other business of the
Commission shall be conducted in accordance with the latest edition of Robert’s Rules of Order.
8.

AMENDMENT TO BYLAWS

The bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the membership and approval of the Board of
Supervisors.
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